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The situation 


is totally dire’ 


83-year-old great-grandmother is battling an unexplained eviction 


Rebekah L. Sanders 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Sandra Kiser hopes she'll be home for 
the holidays. But two weeks before 
Christmas, the 83-year-old great- 
grandma with purple-streaked hair is 
afraid she'll soon be on the street. 

Kiser is facing eviction from her 
apartment embellished with paintings, 
sculptures and books at a complex for 
low-income seniors in Guadalupe. 

She doesn’t know where to go. She 
doesn’t know why she has to leave. 

Neither the 30-day lease-termina- 
tion notice from Itom Ae Apartments 
nor the court summons for a Thursday 
eviction hearing gives a reason for her 
being kicked out. 

“The situation is totally dire,” said 
Kiser, who lives with her cats Leonard 
and Anne Marie, and chided herself re- 
cently for decorating her home with 


holiday baubles in the midst of such un- 
certainty. 

“It’s like marching to the guillotine 
and you’re checking your makeup,” she 
said. 


“Maybe we’re 
making a 
pathway. ... 


Maybe I’m Kiser, a former paralegal, is unique 
e among people facing eviction because 
going to do she’s fighting it. She sought help from 
something for The Arizona Republic and Community 
5 Legal Services, a non-profit law firm 

others. 


that helps poor Arizonans. 

Pam Bridge, the Community Legal 
Services director of litigation and advo- 
cacy, recently met with Kiser to plan a 
challenge to the eviction. 

“Most people dont do what you’re 
doing, which is awesome,” Bridge told 
Kiser. “Unfortunately, they choose to 
move.” 

The vast majority of tenants domt 
seek out an attorney and miss the hear- 
ing required before a landlord can evict, 


Sandra Kiser 
On her decision to fight 
to stay in her apartment 


Sandra Kiser, 83, is 
facing eviction 
from a complex for 
low-income seniors 
in the East Valley. 
Kiser says doesn’t 
know why she is 
being forced out. 
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GOP reaches tax deal, but Democrats in no rush 


President Donald Trump on Wednes- 
day said GOP members of Congress had 
reached a deal on an overhaul of the U.S. 
tax system. The president did not dis- 
cuss the specifics, but bills passed by 
the House and Senate in recent weeks 
had hundreds of differences. 

Delivering what aides called his 
“closing argument” for the bill, Trump 
said the plan would increase refunds for 
middle-class families and reduce the 


@ usa TODAY 


Nation & World news in Section B. 


complexities of filing tax returns. 

The Associated Press reported the 
conference version would cut the top 
personal income tax rate to 37 percent, 
from 39.6 percent, and lower the corpo- 
rate income tax rate to 21 percent, from 
35 percent. 


Republicans refused to confirm 
those changes, and Democrats com- 
plained they were barred from seeing 
the latest version of the bill. 

Democrats also called for action on 
taxes to be delayed until the newly 
elected senator from Alabama, Demo- 
crat Doug Jones, can be sworn in. Re- 
publicans, whose majority in the Sen- 
ate will shrink to just 51 of the 100-seat 
body, rejected that idea. 1B 


SUNS VS. RAPTORS SPORTS, 1C 


Toronto’s Fred VanVleet fouls Phoenix Suns guard 
Mike James (right) in their NBA game Wednesday at 
Talking Stick Resort Arena. Go to suns.azcentral.com 
for a recap of the game. MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


Ex-regulator asks review 
of recent APS rate hike 


Former utility regulator Bill Mundell calls on the 
Arizona Corporation Commission to reconsider 
the $95 million electric rate increase approved 
for APS. Mundell, who is running as a candidate 
to get back on the commission, said customer 
claims of skyrocketing bills warrant a rehearing. 9A 
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Yogis, ex-Suns in ‘Race’ 


Valley yoga teachers April Gould and Sarah Wil- 
liams and former Phoenix Suns Cedric Ceballos and 
Shawn Marion will vie on “The Amazing Race.” 1D 


Weather 


High 75° KLow 49° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Sign-ups 
for ACA 
end on 
Friday 


‘Obamacare’ enrollment 
period halved this year 


Ken Alltucker 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Arizonans who get health insurance 
through the Affordable Care Act mar- 
ketplace have until Friday night to sign 
up for 2018 coverage. 

The Trump administration halved 
this year’s “Obamacare” open-enroll- 
ment window, so consumers have only 
45 days to sign up for a health-insur- 
ance plan. Previously, they had 90 
days. 

Arizonans have signed up for ACA 
health insurance faster this year, but 
some predict overall enrollment will 
fall short of last year’s because of the 
shorter enrollment period and cuts to 
federal funding for advertising and 
outreach workers who promote the 
law. 

A total of 67,266 Arizonans signed 
up for a plan as of Dec. 2, according to 
figures from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. 

That’s ahead of last year, when few- 
er than 40,000 Arizonans had chosen 
a plan during the first four weeks of 
open enrollment. 

However, experts predict overall 
enrollment this year will fall short of 
last year’s, when 196,291 Arizonans 
signed up for coverage during the en- 
rollment period. 

“The reality is, given the fact that 
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Bill aims to 
stop bots from 
scooping up 
hot tickets 


Ryan Randazzo 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


An Arizona lawmaker wants to 
make it cheaper and easier for music 
fans to see concerts by stopping bots 
from scooping up hundreds of tickets 
that are resold on sites like StubHub. 

Sen. John Kavanagh has proposeda 
law, Senate Bill1011, that would make it 
illegal to use a computer to imperson- 
ate a human for “nefarious” reasons. 

Kavanagh, R-Fountain Hills, said he 
was inspired to write the proposal af- 
ter hearing famous musicians lament 
that bots snatch up many of their con- 
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